Curriculum
Sample

Discovery Land is designed to be a FUN, ENGAGING, and EFFECTIVE way to inspire kids to know and
love God. It is strategic and purposeful, and considers the spiritual development of children beginning
at six months of age and continuing through their transition to middle school ministry.

Discovery Land curriculum was developed to teach students the following:

•The big picture of the Old
Testament and New Testament
as a whole, unified revelation
of God’s truth to us.

The Bible

The Gospel
of Jesus

•Salvation by grace through
faith as presented throughout
the entire Bible.

The Basics of
Christianity
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•Life transformation through
prayer, worship, evangelism,
Scripture memory, baptism,
communion, tithing, fellowship,
serving, missions, etc. (complete
list, by age, available in our
“On Track Map”).

Each lesson is built on a “Know Right/Think Right/Do Right/Feel Right”
structure to teach children a Biblical worldview.

A key Scripture verse to
meditate on during the
week
- Psalm 1:2

The result of applying the
lesson and having a
Biblical worldview rather
than a secular worldview
- Psalm 23

Know
Right

A key truth and passage
from Scripture
- 2 Timothy 2:15

Do
Right

The challenge to live out
God’s Word
- James 1:22

Think
Right

Feel
Right

Page 3 of 6

The curriculum is written for a one-hour timeframe. However, it has proven to be adaptable from 45 minutes
up to two hours. The following are suggested schedules for the components included in the curriculum:

Elementary

Kindergarten – 5th

Preschool

Three- And Four-Year-Olds

Runners

Two-Year-Olds*

-:15 Pre-Game

-:15 Pre-Game

:00 Arrival

:00 Worship

:00 Large Group
Worship Time

:20 Transition - Clean
Up Time

:15 Discover Time
:30 Bible Lesson
:60 Bible Lesson Review,
Distribute Tracker
Tickets, Encourage
Students to Do
Tracker’s Treasures

•
•
•
•
•
•

Offering
Prayer
“Think Right” Verse
Tracker Puppet Skit
Song
Pray

:15 Bible Lesson
:35 Discover Time
:50 “Know Right” Review
Activity

:25 Worship
:35 Bible Lesson
:45 Craft & Snack
:55 Review Activity
:65 Parents Pick Up
Children

:60 “Think Right” Review
Activity
*A one-year curriculum for one-year-olds and a simple plan for teaching six-month-olds are also part of the program.

Page 4 of 6

**
The pre-game is a high-energy, interactive group game time designed to make great use of the time when
kids are arriving. During the pre-game, students review previous lessons and topics from the “On Track Map”
while having a ton of fun. The curriculum provides for a new pre-game idea each quarter.
Large group worship is designed to introduce the lesson of the day, teach and model what worship is, and
give opportunities to worship. The curriculum provides song suggestions, transition statements, and hand
motion videos.
Discover Time (DT) activities challenge students through hands-on learning. The DT experience results in an
emotion or response that will help students personally connect to the Bible lesson so they can better
understand how the Bible applies directly to their lives. Occasionally the DT activity will be used to make a
memorable picture of the Bible lesson for students by allowing them to feel, smell, or taste, or experience
something discussed in the lesson. It brings the Bible to life!
The curriculum provides a different Discover Time activity for each grade level each week. Churches with
fewer groups of kids simply pick which DT activities they would like to use. Nearly all DT activities can be
modified to fit your resources.
The Bible lesson is designed for a classical classroom-style approach. It encourages and provides ideas for
creative, hands-on teaching. A suggested Bible outline is provided. Volunteers are encouraged in their own
spiritual development as they prepare to teach. Downloadable classroom tools such as a Bible timeline,
books of the Bible posters, and DL Top 12 Verse posters are included in the Discovery Land program.
The curriculum provides a three-year scope and sequence. It is released quarterly in an editable format so
you can adapt it to meet your needs.

**This sample includes the hands-on Discover Time activities and lessons for each quarter. As part of the Discovery
Land (DL) program, you will also receive quarterly mission lessons and suggested worship songs with transition
statements and hand motion videos. We also freely share administrative tools such as a volunteer handbook,
registration forms, etc.
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Consulting and coaching are part of the Discovery Land program. If, after reading the sample, the curriculum
seems like it might be a good fit for your ministry, please contact us! We’d love to get to know you and your
church, and determine together if this would be effective in your setting. Contact Jessi at 715.427.1370 or
JBorchardt@AppletonAlliance.org.
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Elementary (Kindergarten-5th)
Lesson 3
Luke 19:1-10

Know Right:

Jesus changes Zacchaeus.

Think Right:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new
has come!” 2 Corinthians 5:17

Do Right:

I will be changed by Jesus.

Feel Right:

I can feel different when I am changed by Jesus.

“Changed”, “transformed”, and “made new” are all words that describe us when we
believe in Jesus. In fact, Jesus said we must be born again! As you prepare for this
week’s lesson, think about how you were changed when you found salvation and
freedom in Christ.

Discover Time: What a change!
Goal: To illustrate the concept of change.
Option 1
Have a professional pottery artist demonstrate how to shape a pot out of clay.

Option 2
Kindergarten: Art Station

Supplies:
● Clay (enough for each student to take home)
● Small 1-inch “signs” on toothpicks with “Jesus can change me!” (see appendix)
● Sample of finished project
● Tracker Tickets
Instructions for the DT Leader:
1. Challenge students to compete by changing the clay into a 3D figure of themselves (head and body).
The student with the winning creation will get five Tracker Tickets.
2. As the students mold the clay, talk about how the clay is changing into the shape of a person.
3. Tell them to add a toothpick sign to their figure’s hand.
4. When time is up, choose the winning figure and award five Tracker Tickets to the winner.
5. Allow students to take their clay creations home.
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1st Grade: Box Station

Supplies:
● “Sin” and “Clean” box signs (see appendix)
● 50 boxes – 2 sets of 25 (each box should have a “Sin” sign taped to one side and a “Clean” sign
taped to the opposite side)
● Tracker Tickets
Setup instructions: Before the DT, each team’s set of boxes should be stacked to the ceiling with the sin
side showing.
Instructions for the DT Leader:
1. Divide class into two teams.
2. Assign each team a pre-stacked set of boxes.
3. Challenge teams to compete to totally change their stack of boxes from sin to clean first without tipping
them over. If they are tipped over, they must restack the boxes, changing them all back so the sin side
is showing, and start over.
4. Award five Tracker Tickets to the winning team members.
5. Repeat if time allows.

2nd Grade: Play-Doh Station
Supplies:
● Tracker Tickets

Instructions for the DT Leader:
1. Challenge students to compete by changing the Play-Doh into a 3D figure of themselves (head and
body).
2. The student with the winning creation will get five Tracker Tickets.
3. As the students mold the Play-Doh, talk about how they are changing the Play-Doh by forming it into
the shape of a person.
4. When time is up, choose the winning figure and award five Tracker Tickets to the winner.

3rd Grade: Mission Station - The Mission Lesson is provided in the appendix.
4th Grade: LEGO Station

Supplies:
● Sample LEGO Person
● Tracker Tickets
● Camera
Instructions for the DT Leader:
1. Challenge students to compete by changing the LEGO blocks into a 3D figure of themselves. Remind
them to use as much detail as possible. Figures must be at least one foot tall. Detail is very important.
The student with the winning creation will get five Tracker Tickets.
2. As the students build their LEGO figure, talk about how the LEGO blocks are changing and forming
into the shape of a person.
3. When time is up, choose the winning creation and award five Tracker Tickets to the winner.
4. Take a picture of the students with their LEGO figures of themselves.
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5th Grade: Sand Station

Supplies:
● Rope (to divide the Sand Station in half)
● Shovels
● Tracker Tickets
Instructions for the DT Leader:
1. Divide the class into two teams.
2. Challenge the teams to compete against each other by digging the biggest hole in five minutes. The
winning team members will receive five Tracker Tickets each.
3. Award five Tracker Tickets to the winning team members.
4. Announce that it’s time to change! The challenge is reversed—the team that fills their hole back in first
will win five Tracker Tickets each.

Preparation for the Classroom
Pray: As you prepare to serve, pray that God will give you a clear understanding of Scripture and that the
students in your class will desire to be changed by Jesus.

Read: Luke 19:1-10
Know Right: Jesus changes Zacchaeus

Jesus drew a crowd everywhere He traveled, and Jericho was no exception. Because of the multitude that
gathered as Jesus came through, a short, sinful tax collector named Zacchaeus climbed a tree to see the
Savior. Although the people scorned Zacchaeus, Jesus insisted on going to his house that day. Jesus’
impact on Zacchaeus through his salvation is clear. He was changed from a greedy tax collector to a
humble and repentant follower of the Lord. The account of Zacchaeus challenges us to be changed by
Jesus.

Lead Teacher’s Notes:

● Please refer to the Children’s Ministry Resource Bible: page 1321 (Lesson: Zacchaeus Meets
Christ); page 1456 (What Does God’s Love Look Like?); page 1482 (The Fruit of the Spirit).
● It is important to emphasize that Zacchaeus was saved first, and then he changed. Otherwise,
students may become confused and think it is by works that we are saved.

Creative Ideas for the Lesson:

1. In your classroom, create the scene where Jesus talked to Zacchaeus.
2. Bring in an actor to play Zacchaeus. Have him share what happened when he saw Jesus. Have him
hand out a few bags of gold coins to select students stating he owes them money and it is four times as
much as he took from them. After he leaves the room, have the students read the lesson from the Bible
to better understand the details of the account. Bonus idea: Give students small bags of candy as they
enter the classroom. Tell students they cannot eat the candy until after class. As Zacchaeus enters,
have him take the candy from the students. As he leaves, have him give back four times as much.
3. Create an empty comic strip across the front of your room. Divide the lesson into small sections and
sketch out the main points as you teach. If you have a smaller class, you can allow students to come
up and add to the comic strip as you teach.
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Lesson Introduction for the Classroom
Lead Teachers ~ Connecting the DT to the Lesson: Change! Today you changed (clay, Play-

Doh, LEGO bricks, boxes, sand)! Do you realize that God can change people? Let’s look up 2 Corinthians
5:17 and read it. Jesus can take anyone and change their life. Today we will learn about a guy who was
changed. Maybe, by the end of this lesson, you will be changed, too!
Note: If your DT was in the Mission Station, remind students that God changes people all around the world.

Pray: In the beginning of each class, encourage one of your students to lead your class in prayer. This will
help them learn to pray in a public setting and develop their spiritual leadership skills.

Find it: Write the verse reference, Luke 19:1, on the board and have students open their Bibles to Luke

19:1. Teach that the reference is the verse’s address in the Bible. Remind students that Luke is the book,
the first number, 19, is the chapter, and the second number, 1, is the verse. Younger students and visitors
may need assistance. A more advanced class may use the “Sword Drill” method.
Is Luke in the Old Testament or the New Testament? (NT) Who wrote the book of Luke? (Luke) The books
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are called the Gospels. In these books, we can hear about the life of
Jesus, as He walked on this earth, from four different authors.
Older students: The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called Synoptic Gospels because they
cover many of the same events, but the authors wrote through different perspectives. When you read all
three books, plus John, you can best understand Jesus’ life and ministry on earth.

Timeline: Point out the period on the classroom Bible timeline. Remind students that all lessons of the
Bible connect together to form one God-sized timeline.

Introduction to the Bible Lesson:

Can you think of one person in your school or on your sports team who is really hard to like because they
cheat, act arrogant, or just seem annoying? Let me introduce you to a man named Zacchaeus.

Scripture Outline for the Classroom
Luke 19:1-10
Zacchaeus is a rich tax collector
Read Luke 19:1-2
Recap: Zacchaeus was rich. How did he become rich? He was a chief tax
collector. What is a tax collector? The Romans had taken over the Jews’ country,
and they made the Jewish people pay them money. Even though Zacchaeus was
Jewish, he worked for the Roman government and took the taxes (money) the
Romans made the Jewish people pay. Sometimes the tax collectors would make
the people pay even more than what they really owed, and they kept the money
for themselves, which is stealing. The Jewish people didn’t like the tax collectors,
and they didn’t like Zacchaeus! What do you think Zacchaeus did when Jesus
came to town?
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Zacchaeus wants to see Jesus
Read Luke 19:3-4
Recap: Remember, people knew about Jesus because of His miracles and His
teaching. Zacchaeus must have heard about Jesus, too. He wanted to see Jesus
so badly that he climbed up in that tree! Guess what happened when Jesus
passed by the tree...
Jesus says He must stay at Zacchaeus’ house
Read Luke 19:5-6
Recap: Think about what happened to Zacchaeus. What if you went to a parade
and you tried really hard to see a famous person as he rode by? What if he
stopped the car he was riding in and called you by name and said he wanted to go
to your house to hang out. Wouldn’t that be awesome? But, this wasn’t just a
famous person that wanted to go to Zacchaeus’ house; this was Jesus, the Savior
of the world!
Jesus knew exactly who Zacchaeus was. Even though He knew Zacchaeus did
terrible things - he sinned against God and others - Jesus said He must stay at
Zacchaeus’ house! Do you think Zacchaeus was surprised to hear that? Would
you have been surprised? What did Zacchaeus do when Jesus said He must go to
his house? (Zacchaeus came down at once and welcomed Jesus gladly)
How do you think the crowd around them reacted? Listen.
The crowd thinks Jesus is doing something wrong
Read Luke 19:7
Recap: The people thought it was wrong for Jesus to go to Zacchaeus’ house,
because he was a sinner! But think about it. Weren’t they sinners, too? Of course
they were, but it doesn’t seem like they thought so.
But what did Zacchaeus do? He welcomed Jesus gladly! He believed in Jesus to
save him from his sin, and he began to change! How do we know? Listen to this:
Zacchaeus is changed
Read Luke 19:8
Recap: Because Zacchaeus believed in Jesus to save him from his sin, he was
changed. He went from a cheating tax collector to someone who paid people back
four times more than what he had stolen and gave half of what he had to the poor!
That’s a big change, isn’t it?
Let’s say our Think Right verse, 2 Corinthians 5:17, to help us remember how
Jesus can change us. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” Was Zacchaeus a new
creation? (Yes!) Just like your Discover Time activity when you changed the
________ (insert appropriate example).
Listen to what Jesus said to Zacchaeus.
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Jesus came to save sinners
Read Luke 19:9-10
Recap: Jesus came to save sinners - just like Zacchaeus and just like you and me.

Conclusion:

Zacchaeus is a perfect example of someone who was saved from his sin. He knew he was a sinner who
lived his life his way, not God’s way. He repented - that means he made the choice to stop living his way
and started living God’s way. He believed in Jesus to save him from his sin and made Jesus the leader of
his life. When he believed in Jesus, Jesus changed him. Jesus made Zacchaeus into a new person Zacchaeus used to love money, but now he loved God and others, not money.

Do Right and Feel Right:

Have you done what Zacchaeus did? Have you repented - made the choice to stop living your way and
start living God’s way? Have you believed in Jesus to save you from your sin and made Him the leader of
your life? If you have, then Jesus has made you into a new person. You are part of God’s family, and you
have victory over sin. Does your life show that you’ve changed, like Zacchaeus did? It should! Leaders can
share a personal example of how Jesus has changed you and allow the class to share brief examples, too.
Even though Jesus changes us when He saves us, that doesn’t mean we will never sin again. Because of
God's love for us and our love for Him, when we sin, it hurts our relationship with God, kind of like when you
do something that hurts or makes your mom or dad angry. We confess our sins to restore - or make right our broken relationship. When we admit, confess, and repent, it shows we’ve changed, and we want to live
a life that is right before God!
What if you haven’t believed in Jesus like Zacchaeus did? Remember our Think Right verse? Recite 2
Corinthians 5:17 together. God loves you even though you are a sinner. He sent Jesus to die for your sin
so you can be part of His eternal family. Will you make the choice today to believe in Jesus? If you do, then
Jesus will change you, too. Just like Zacchaeus, it will be the best change ever! Let’s make sure you know
exactly what Jesus did for you. Share the Gospel through the Wordless Book and give an invitation for
salvation.

Review Questions: What did you discover today?
1. Who was Zacchaeus? (He was a rich tax collector)
2. What did Zacchaeus do to see Jesus? (He climbed a tree)
3. What happened when Jesus passed by Zacchaeus? (Jesus told Zacchaeus to come down and that He
must stay at his house)
4. What did Zacchaeus do when Jesus said He must go to his house? (He came down at once and
welcomed Jesus gladly)
5. Why did the people think it was wrong for Jesus to go to Zacchaeus’ house? (Because Zacchaeus was
a sinner)
6. How did Zacchaeus show that Jesus had changed him? (He paid back four times more than what he
had stolen and gave half of what he had to the poor)
7. Did Jesus say that Zacchaeus had been saved from his sin? (Yes)
8. Why did Jesus say He had come to earth? (To seek and to save what was lost)
9. Recite our Think Right verse, 2 Corinthians 5:17, which tells us how Jesus can change us. (“Therefore,
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17)
10. Is Jesus changing you? Give an example.
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Preschool (3-4 years)
Lesson 3
Luke 19:1-10

Know Right:

Jesus changes Zacchaeus.

Think Right:

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.’” John 14:6 (DL Top 12)

Do Right:

I will be changed by Jesus.

Feel Right:

I can feel happy when I am changed by Jesus.

“Changed”, “transformed”, and “made new” are all words that describe us when we
believe in Jesus. In fact, Jesus said we must be born again! As you prepare for this
week’s lesson, think about how you were changed when you found salvation and
freedom in Christ.

Pre-Service Review Game
Worship Leaders will lead children in a review game. Game details can be found in the appendix.

Large Group Opening Time
Offering: We are going to worship God right now by giving our money. When we give our money to God,
the church will use it to tell others about Jesus (or insert a specific way your church will use the offering).

Think Right verse: John 14:6

The last two weeks we’ve been learning a verse from the book of John, chapter 14, verse 6. Does anyone
know this verse? Read the verse from your Bible. Now, let’s say it together with our hand motions.
“Jesus answered (point to the palm of each hand), ‘I am the way (arms come straight down from elbows
like “robot arms”) and the truth (both arms out like a “T”) and the life (two thumbs up). No one (shake
finger) comes to the Father (point up) except through me (other pointer finger up).’” John 14:6
What is the only way to heaven? (Believing in Jesus) Are you sure He is the only way? (Yes!) Let’s stand
up and say our verse one more time with confidence.

Transition: Jesus is the way and the truth and the life! It is only through Jesus that we can be saved from
our sin and go to heaven. Jesus really does love each one of you.

Song 1: “Jesus Loves Me”
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Puppet Skit: What happened to Fuzzy?
Prop: Empty jar with a stick and a small cotton ball rolled on it and a second empty jar with a stick
and butterfly in it. Optional: Show pictures of a caterpillar, cocoon, and butterfly.
(Tracker comes up sobbing - make it funny)
WL: Tracker! What’s wrong? Here, here’s a tissue. (WL puts it by his nose. Tracker makes a loud
nose-blowing noise. WL looks at the tissue, makes a disgusted face, and then sets it down.)
T: Thanks, _______. I’m really, really, REALLY sad!
WL: Oh, Tracker! Why are you so sad?
T: Cuz...cuz of Fuzzy! (sobs again and puts his head on his arm)
WL: Umm, who is Fuzzy?
T: Fuzzy is my…my…my (sobs again)
WL: Here, Tracker. (wipe under Tracker’s eyes with the tissue) Ok, you were saying?
T: Fuzzy is my caterpillar! He’s so cute an’ little, but somebody stealed him! They prob’ly wanted a
cute caterpillar, so they came an’ stealed him an’ then left me a dumb ol’ cotton ball.
WL: A cotton ball?
T: Yeah! Fuzzy was green an’ black with yellow fuzzy thingies all over, an’ that goofy cotton ball is
just white!
WL: Hmmmmm…..Tracker, where is this “cotton ball”? (looks into the jar carefully)
T: It’s hangin’ on a stick in Fuzzy’s cage. Why?
WL: Well, actually, Tracker I think I can tell you exactly what happened to Fuzzy.
T: You can? Will I get ‘em back? Did someone take ‘em?
WL: (examine the jar with the stick in it) I am happy to tell you that Fuzzy has not been taken; Fuzzy
is just changing!
T: Whatcha talkin’ about, _______?
WL: Fuzzy isn’t missing. Fuzzy is inside that cotton ball!
T: What? Who put ‘em inside a cotton ball? And whaddya mean he’s changin’?
WL: (laughing) Nobody put Fuzzy inside that cotton ball, and yes, he’s changing. God made
caterpillars very special.
T: Well, I already know that; my Fuzzy is super special.
WL: Special in a different way. Fuzzy is changing right now – in his cocoon. That’s what the cotton
ball is! In a few days, he’ll be a whole new creation!
T: Huh?
WL: Caterpillars become butterflies – they don’t stay caterpillars. God made them to change. Fuzzy
is becoming a butterfly!
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T: Really?
WL: Really!
T: Oh wowzers! Okay, _______. Thank you! I’ll watch the jar real closely to see when my Fuzzy
turns into a butterfly! See ya later! (duck down into the house)
WL: See you later, Tracker!
T: (switch jars to have a butterfly in it; pop back up and show jar) Look! He changed into a butterfly.
He changed, he changed!!!!
WL: (show children the beautiful butterfly and highlight how he changed.) How wonderful, Tracker!
T: I’m so excited! I gotta hurry home and show Cami!
WL: Bye, Tracker!
T: Bye! I wanna call my gramma, too, and tell her that my caterpillar changed into a butterfly!

Transition: Just like a caterpillar turns into a butterfly, we can change, too. But it’s not our bodies, it’s our
hearts that change, and Jesus is the One that changes us. When that happens, we can celebrate!

Song 2: “Hosanna Rock”
Pray

Preparation for the Classroom
Pray: Pray that the children in your class will understand and remember this lesson for the rest of their life.
Read: Luke 19:1-10
Know Right: Jesus changes Zacchaeus

Jesus drew a crowd everywhere He traveled, and Jericho was no exception. Because of the multitude that
gathered, as Jesus came through, a short, sinful tax collector named Zacchaeus climbed a tree to see the
Savior. Although the people scorned Zacchaeus, Jesus insisted on going to his house that day. Jesus’
impact on Zacchaeus through his salvation is clear. He was changed from a greedy tax collector to a
humble and repentant follower of the Lord. The account of Zacchaeus challenges us to be changed by
Jesus.

Lead Teacher’s Notes:

● Please refer to the Children’s Ministry Resource Bible: page 1321 (Lesson: Zacchaeus Meets
Christ); page 1456 (What Does God’s Love Look Like?).
● By this point of the year, most children should be able to sit quietly and upright during lessons.
Children should also know to raise their hands if they have questions.
● The five-count should be used to gain attention, starting with the number one and slowly counting
to five. “One….two….three….” Children should be quiet and focused on you by three.
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Creative Ideas for the Lesson:

1. Black light flannelgraph: use a black light and lower regular lighting to bring the focus onto the
flannelgraph. Remember, for safety and security rooms cannot be totally dark.
2. Bring in a small plant for a tree, a box for a house, and use action figures with Bible-time clothing to
teach your lesson.
Note: Save the Zacchaeus action figure and small plant for the Review Lesson.

Lesson Introduction for the Classroom
Pray: When class begins, encourage children to bow their heads out of respect for God, fold their hands
so they are not tempted to distract others, and close their eyes so their minds will be focused on God.

Find It: Our lesson today comes from the Book of Luke, which is in the New Testament of the Bible. Open
your Bible to Luke and show it to the class.

Timeline: Let’s look at our timeline. Where on our timeline can we find Jesus serving, healing, and loving
people?

Introduction to the Bible Lesson:

Today, Tracker had a pet caterpillar. What happened to his pet? (It changed!) Let’s learn more about how
we can be changed in today’s Bible lesson.

Scripture Outline for the Classroom
Luke 19:1-10
Jesus comes to Jericho
Paraphrase of Luke 19:1:
Jesus walked through a town called Jericho. Many people in Jericho knew about
Jesus. They heard about how He healed people, how wise He was, and that He
was the One God promised to send to save them! I have a feeling they were very
excited to see Him.
Zacchaeus is a rich tax collector
Paraphrase of Luke 19:2:
When Jesus was passing through the town, a man named Zacchaeus was there.
He was very rich. He became rich because he collected taxes from the people.
Taxes are money for the government. But Zacchaeus didn’t just collect money for
taxes; he also collected extra money for himself. That is not good at all, is it? (No!)
That is called stealing, and stealing is a sin. No one liked Zacchaeus, because he
stole money from them.
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Zacchaeus wants to see Jesus
Read Luke 19:3
Recap: Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus! But Zacchaeus had a problem: he was
very short! Do you know what it feels like to be very short? Preschoolers will
identify with this! He couldn’t see over the crowd. So, Zacchaeus had an idea.
Let’s find out what the idea was by reading about it in my Bible!
Zacchaeus climbs a tree
Read Luke 19:4
Recap: Zacchaeus climbed right up that tree! Let’s pretend to climb up a tree and
look for Jesus. Zacchaeus knew that Jesus was someone he wanted to see. He
knew Jesus was very different than anyone else in the whole world! Zacchaeus
was right!
Jesus tells Zacchaeus He must stay at his house
Read Luke 19:5-6
Recap: Jesus saw Zacchaeus and wanted to go to his house! Wow, this is so
exciting.
Do you think Zacchaeus was surprised to hear that? Would you have been
surprised? What did Zacchaeus do when Jesus said He must go to his house?
Zacchaeus came down at once and welcomed Jesus gladly. Let’s pretend to climb
down from the tree with a big smile on our face.
Remember, the people didn’t like Zacchaeus, because he took their money. Let’s
find out how they felt when Jesus went to his house.
The crowd mutters about Jesus being the guest of a “sinner”
Read Luke 19:7
Recap: All the people around thought that it was wrong for Jesus to go to
Zacchaeus’ house, because he stole their money. They thought Zacchaeus was
worse than they were! Was he? He did steal their money, right? But what does
Romans 3:23 say? Have children say this verse with you: “For all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God.” Every one of those people was a sinner just like
Zacchaeus! Let’s keep reading and find out what happened next.
Zacchaeus is changed
Read Luke 19:8
Recap: Zacchaeus knew he needed Jesus to save him from his sin and to change
how he acted. Because of Jesus, Zacchaeus changed! He gave half of what he
had to the poor! And, to every person he stole money from, he paid them back four
times what he had stolen! He was no longer a cheating tax collector.
Jesus made a big change in Zacchaeus, didn’t He? Zacchaeus changed from
wanting to do what was wrong, to wanting to do what was right.
Listen to what Jesus said to Zacchaeus.
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Jesus came to save sinners
Paraphrase of Luke 19:9-10:
Jesus said that Zacchaeus was saved from his sin. He also said that anyone who
wants to be changed can believe in Him, even people like us.

Conclusion:

Zacchaeus was saved from his sin. He knew he was a sinner (dark page of the Wordless Book). He made
the choice to believe in Jesus (red page). When Zacchaeus believed in Jesus, Jesus saved him from the
punishment for his sin (clean page), and Jesus changed him (clean page). Jesus made Zacchaeus into a
new person. Zacchaeus used to lie, cheat, and steal—he used to love money, but now Zacchaeus loved
God and others more than money (green page).

Do Right and Feel Right:

When you believe in Jesus, you change! You are a child of God. Jesus is your friend, and He is with you.
You have the Holy Spirit to help you become more like Jesus. Instead of fighting with your brother or sister,
you can share. Or, if your mom asks you to do something, instead of talking back, you can do what she
says. Maybe you have a neighbor that is mean to you. Instead of being mean back, you can love that
person by being kind. Jesus changes people, and He can change you!

Review Questions: What did you discover today?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Was Zacchaeus a farmer or a rich tax collector? (He was a rich tax collector)
Was Zacchaeus short or tall? (Short)
What did Zacchaeus climb to see Jesus? (A tree)
Did Jesus tell Zacchaeus to come down and that He wanted to stay at his house? (Yes)
What did Zacchaeus do when Jesus said He must go to his house? Did he come down or did he stay
up in the tree? (He came down at once and welcomed Jesus gladly)
6. How did Zacchaeus show that Jesus had changed him? Did he pay back the money or did he keep the
money he took? (He paid back the money)
7. Did Jesus say that Zacchaeus had been saved from his sin? (Yes)
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Discover Time
Transition to Discover Time:
When we choose to follow Jesus, He changes what we think about, what we talk about, and what we do so
we can be more like Him. In our Discover Time today, we are going to see something change.

Do Right: I will be changed by Jesus.
Goal: To help the preschoolers better understand that they can be changed by Jesus.
Location A: Water Station

Supplies:
● Animal growing capsules (small capsules that change when placed in water)
https://www.amazon.com/Magic-Capsules-various-themes-package/dp/B000096R2E
Instructions for the DT Leader:
1. Have children sit in a circle as you go through the following questions.
• What happened to Zacchaeus after he met Jesus? (He changed)
• When he changed, was he different on the inside or the outside? (The inside)
• How did he change on the inside? (He became a follower of Jesus and he loved people by giving
half of what he had to the poor and by repaying the money he stole from people)
• What if I only had two of these special capsules that turn into animals? Should we share? (Yes)
• What if I gave one to _________ and one to ________? Should the other children become
jealous? (No) Or should someone steal them? (No) What is the right thing to do? (To share)
2. Give the capsules to two children and have them drop the capsules into water. Allow all the children to
watch patiently.
• What would you do if I told you that I have a special capsule for each of you? (Celebrate and say
thank you!)
• Wow, I think you all are starting to change and do what is right! This is what Zacchaeus did when
he believed in Jesus; he changed. Let’s go and put our capsules in the water and see if they
change.
3. Allow children to place the capsules in the water and watch them change into animals.

Location B: Food Station

Supplies:
● Clear pitchers (one for each group of 4-6 children)
● Large spoons (one for each group of 4-6 children)
● Milk (four cups for each group of 4-6 children; pour the milk into each pitcher) – check for allergies
● Chocolate powdered drink mix such as Nesquik (pre-portion powder to make four cups of
chocolate milk; set aside until children ask for it) – check for allergies
● 8 oz. cups (one per child)
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Instructions for the DT Leader:
1. Divide class into groups of 4-6 children and assign a leader to each group.
2. Have each group sit down around a pitcher and look at the items.
3. Ask children how we can change this plain milk into chocolate milk. Children should say that they need
to add chocolate! Prompt them if necessary.
4. Give the pre-portioned chocolate powder to each group. Mix ingredients together and encourage
children to help stir and watch the ingredients change from plain milk into chocolate milk.
5. After it has changed into chocolate milk, allow the children to drink it.
6. Remind them that when we know Jesus as our Savior, He changes us!

Classroom Review Time
Lead Teachers ~ Connecting the DT to the Lesson:

What changed in our Discover Time today? When we believe in Jesus, we change - not in the way we
look, but how we live, what we say, and our attitude. Jesus changes us, and we become different.

Reviewing the Know Right:

Supplies:
● Paper Zacchaeus
● Create a tall tree on the wall or on a large whiteboard or bulletin board
Instructions:
1. Ask the Lesson Review questions.
2. Every time a child answers a question correctly, have Zacchaeus climb part way up the tree.
3. Your goal is to get Zacchaeus to the highest branch. Make sure your tree is tall; questions should be
asked twice.

Think Right Activity while waiting for parents:
Supplies:
● Gold coins
● Worship song “The Life”

Instructions:
1. Have children sit in a circle.
2. Give a gold coin to every other child.
3. When the music starts, the children who have a coin should give it to a person who doesn’t. This
should happen over and over so that children are getting and then giving gold coins.
4. When the music stops, children with coins should stand up and say John 14:6 with the teacher.
5. Repeat the activity as parents pick up children.
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Runners (2 years)
Lesson 3
Luke 19:1-10
Know Right:

Jesus changes Zacchaeus.

Think Right:

“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.’” John 14:6 (DL Top 12)

Do Right:

I will be changed by Jesus.

Feel Right:

I can feel happy when I am changed by Jesus.

“Changed”, “transformed”, and “made new” are all words that describe us when we
believe in Jesus. In fact, Jesus said we must be born again! As you prepare for this
week’s lesson, think about how you were changed when you found salvation and
freedom in Christ.

Coming In Time
Joyfully greet children as they enter your class. Make sure they feel safe, special, and loved the moment
they see your smiling face. Immediately engage them with toys or activities. Fun praise music is always
encouraged in classrooms during playtime. Recommended music options are located in the appendix.

Clean Up
Clean up together while listening to a song such as “Let’s Clean Up.”

Large Group Opening Time
Worship Time: All volunteers should assist children to the designated learning area for worship.
1. “The B-I-B-L-E”
2. “Bigger Than Big”
3. “Jesus Loves Me”

Bible Basics: As children sit in the designated learning area, remind and reinforce basic sitting
guidelines (refer to the “Five Steps to Learning” poster).

Hold up the Bible. What is this? (The Bible)
Let’s make a Bible with our hands. Have children make a Bible with their two hands.
Is everything in the Bible true? (Yes, everything in the Bible is true!)
When we pray, we talk to God. Have children fold their hands to pray.
When we read the Bible, this is how God talks to us. I have a special marker in my Bible marking a very
important verse. Show your fun, bright bookmark and point to the correct verse.
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Think Right Verse: Have children listen carefully as you read the verse from your Bible. We want them
to know that the verse comes directly from the Bible, God’s Word!

Wow, Jesus is teaching us in this verse that He is the only way to heaven. Let’s stand up and say the verse
with hand motions.
“Jesus answered (point to the palm of each hand), ‘I am the way (arms come straight down from elbows
“robot arms”) and the truth (both arms out like a “T”) and the life (two thumbs up). No one (shake finger)
comes to the Father (point up) except through Me (other pointer finger up).’” John 14:6
Remind children to practice their verses at home. When a child can say the verse with little or no help,
celebrate and allow them to pick something out of the prize basket.

Preparation for the Classroom
Pray: Pray for the children who will be in your class this week, that they will begin to understand the

importance of being changed by Jesus. Pray also for those children who won’t be attending this week, that
they will return next week.

Read: Luke 19:1-10
Know Right: Jesus changes Zacchaeus

Jesus drew a crowd everywhere He traveled, and Jericho was no exception. Because of the multitude that
gathered, as Jesus came through, a short, sinful tax collector named Zacchaeus climbed a tree to see the
Savior. Although the people scorned Zacchaeus, Jesus insisted on going to his house that day. Jesus’
impact on Zacchaeus through his salvation is clear. He was changed from a greedy tax collector to a
humble and repentant follower of the Lord. The account of Zacchaeus challenges us to be changed by
Jesus.

Creative Teaching Supplies:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Poster board or whiteboard (in advance, draw a big tree on it)
Bright colored markers (use markers to continue to draw the lesson as you teach)
Paper cutout of Zacchaeus
Paper cutout of Jesus
Coins
Wordless Book

Bible Lesson
Today, we are going to learn about a man named Zacchaeus. Can you say that with me? (Zack-key-us)
Wow, that’s a hard name to say! Let’s look in our Bible to learn more!
In the Bible, God tells us that Zacchaeus was a short man. Crouch down. Put Zacchaeus to the left of the
tree. Zacchaeus made many people mad, because he took their money. Show coins. He told them that
they owed money when they really didn’t. Taking people’s money is stealing. Is stealing a sin? (Yes) Show
dark page of the Wordless Book. Thumbs down.
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Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was coming to their town! Put Jesus on the right side of the tree. There were
lots and lots of people that wanted to see Jesus! Draw stick figures in a line in front of Zacchaeus and draw
them to be taller than Zacchaeus. Now, was Zacchaeus tall or short? (He was a short man) He couldn’t see
Jesus, because there were too many tall people in front of him. So, do you know what he did? He climbed a
tree! Have children pretend to climb a tree, then place Zacchaeus in the tree.
Do you think Zacchaeus could see Jesus from high up in the tree? (Yes, he could!) As Jesus walked by, He
could see Zacchaeus way up in the tree. Place hand above eyes and look up. Jesus told Zacchaeus to
come down from the tree, because He was going to Zacchaeus’ house! Wow, can you imagine Jesus
telling you He was coming over to your house? That made the other people mad. Make mad face. The
people didn’t know why Jesus would want to spend time with someone who sinned. But remember, the
Bible tells us that all of us have sinned!
Something great happened when Jesus was with Zacchaeus! Jesus changed Zacchaeus! Zacchaeus told
Jesus he was sorry for stealing people’s money and asked Jesus to forgive his sin. Jesus loves all of us,
and He wants to change us and forgive our sin. Show coins. Zacchaeus gave the people back their money
and was kind and loving. Wow!

Verse Review Time: Let’s stand up and practice our verse, John 14:6, with hand motions.
“Jesus answered (point to the palm of each hand), ‘I am the way (arms come straight down from elbows
like “robot arms”) and the truth (both arms out like a “T”) and the life (two thumbs up). No one (shake
finger) comes to the Father (point up) except through Me (other pointer finger up).’” John 14:6

Tracker Time

Note: Tracker should have the voice of a 4-year-old boy

Tracker: Hi boys and girls! Wowza, I know how Zacchaeus felt being so short. Last year, my family
went to a parade, and I couldn’t see a thing because I was too short. I wish I heard this Bible lesson
earlier; I would have climbed up a tree to see just like Zacchaeus did.
Teacher: I love learning about Zacchaeus.
Tracker: Can you imagine seeing Jesus? I would be so excited to see Him. I would clap and whistle
and cheer like this... (dance around)
Teacher: And then can you imagine Jesus saying that He was coming to your house?
Tracker: Yikes, I would have to rush home and clean my room. My pajamas are still laying on
the floor.
Teacher: Ha, ha...I don’t think Jesus would mind seeing your pajamas, Tracker.
Tracker: I am so glad Jesus chose to go to Zacchaeus' house. He really needed to learn about our
God, so he could be changed.
Teacher: Jesus can change us, too, just like He changed Zacchaeus! All we have to do is ask!
Tracker: I want to change and be more like Jesus, too. I’m going to go and look at all the pictures in
the Bible. Bye, boys and girls! See ya next week!
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Craft or Activity
Supplies:
● Activity sheet with Zacchaeus in the tree (see appendix)
● Watercolor paints
● Paint brushes
● Spill proof water cups (or add a few drops of water to each paint color)
Instructions:
1. Review the picture with the children. Point out the tree, Zacchaeus, and Jesus.
2. Allow children to paint their picture.
Optional: Use a green washable inkpad and have children make fingerprint leaves.

Snack and Lesson Review
Verse Activity: Our Bible verse can be found in John, chapter 14, verse 6. Let’s all clap six times when I
say, “John 14:6,” and then put our hands in our lap. “John 14:6!” Children clap six times and then put their
hands in their laps. After hands are in laps, say John 14:6.

Pray: Take time to thank God for the snack and for loving each person in the world. Encourage children to
fold their hands, bow their heads, and close their eyes. Remind them that praying is talking to God. Open
prayer with, “Dear Heavenly Father” and close with, “...in Jesus’ name, Amen.”

Review questions to ask during snack:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Is the Bible true? (Yes)
Does everyone sin? (Yes)
Was Zacchaeus tall or short? (Short)
Did Zacchaeus climb up on a house or in a tree to see Jesus? (He climbed a tree)
Did Jesus see Zacchaeus in the tree? (Yes)

Review Activities
Supplies:
● Zacchaeus cutout or action figure (hide in your room somewhere up high)
● Gold coins (hide around the room)
Instructions:
1. Have children go on a Zacchaeus hunt in your room.
2. Let children know to look up to find Zacchaeus.
3. Next, have children search for the gold coins Zacchaeus gave back after he was changed by Jesus.
4. Repeat if time permits.
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Elementary – Art Station Resource: Jesus can change me! mini-signs
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change me!

Jesus can
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CLEAN
Elementary – Box Station Resource: Clean box signs
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SIN
Elementary – Box Station Resource: Sin box signs
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Jesus changes Zacchaeus.
Luke 19:1-10

Name: _____________________________________________

Runners Resource: Jesus changes Zacchaeus activity sheet
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